
UK court says Assange 
can't be extradited till US 
rules out death penalty

AP / LONDON 
 

A British court ruled on 
Tuesday that Julian 
Assange can't be extradited 
to the United States on espi-
onage charges unless US au-
thorities guarantee he won't 
get the death penalty, giving 
the WikiLeaks founder a 
partial victory in his long le-
gal battle over the site's pub-
lication of  classified Ameri-
can documents. 

Two High Court judges 
said they would grant As-
sange a new appeal unless 
US authorities give further 
assurances within three 
weeks about what will hap-
pen to him. The ruling 
means the legal saga, which 
has dragged on for more 
than a decade, will continue 
- and Assange will remain 
inside London's high-securi-
ty Belmarsh Prison, where 
he has spent the last five 
years. 

Judges Victoria Sharp 
and Jeremy Johnson said 
the US must guarantee that 
Assange, who is Australian, 
"is afforded the same First 
Amendment protections as 
a United States citizen, and 
that the death penalty is not 
imposed". 

The judges said that if  the 
US files new assurances, "we 
will give the parties an op-
portunity to make further 

submissions before we make 
a final decision on the appli-
cation for leave to appeal". 

The judges said a hearing 
will be held May 20 if  the US 
makes those submissions. 

The US Justice Depart-
ment declined to comment 
on Tuesday. Assange's sup-
porters say he is a 
journalist protected by the 
First Amendment who ex-
posed US military wrongdo-
ing in Iraq and Afghanistan 
that was in the public inter-
est. 
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Hamas has rejected the latest 
ceasefire proposal, accusing 
Israel of  ignoring its core de-
mands, which include an end 
to the war and a full with-
drawal from Gaza.  

In a statement late 
Monday, the militant group 
said it had informed media-
tors that it was sticking to its 
original position, conveyed 
earlier in March. It said 
Israel had not responded to 
its core demands of  a “com-
prehensive ceasefire, an (Is-
raeli) withdrawal from the 
Strip, the return of  displaced 
people and a real prisoner ex-
change.”  The statement 
came shortly after the United 
Nations Security Council ap-
proved a resolution calling 
for an immediate ceasefire 
and the release of  all 
hostages held in Gaza. 

The vote provoked a clash 
between Israel and the 
United States, which decided 

not to use its veto power Mon-
day. In response, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu cancelled a high-
level delegation’s planned 
visit to Washington.  

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has re-
jected Hamas’ demands, call-
ing them “delusional.” He 
has vowed to resume Israel’s 
offensive after any hostage 
release and keep fighting un-
til Hamas is destroyed. 

Hamas is believed to be 
holding some 100 hostages, 
as well as the remains of  30 
others. More than 100 
hostages were freed during a 
weeklong ceasefire in No-
vember in exchange for the 
release of  240 Palestinian 
prisoners. 

An independent expert 
working with the UN’s top 
human rights body said 
Monday that there are “rea-
sonable grounds” to believe 
Israel is carrying out geno-
cide in Gaza. International 

aid officials say the entire 
population of  the Gaza Strip 
– 2.3 million people – is suffer-
ing from food insecurity and 
that famine is imminent in 
the hard-hit north. 

More than 32,000 people 
have been killed in the be-
sieged territory.

Pakistan needs another IMF loan programme for stability, says PM 
Islamabad: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said Tuesday that Pakistan needs another loan programme from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to stabilize its fragile economy, ARY News reported. M Sharif said this while addressing a ceremony to encourage taxpayers in the 
country in Islamabad. The prime minister said the government is compelled to enter into a new IMF deal for the purpose of stability, ARY 
News reported. The govt will focus on fostering growth and creating job opportunities, he said.  
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6 Chinese killed in suicide 
attack in north Pakistan

PTI / ISLAMABAD 
 

At least six Chinese nationals 
were killed on Tuesday when 
an explosive-packed vehicle 
rammed into their bus in 
Pakistan’s troubled north-
western province of  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, officials said. 

The Chinese were working 
on the Dasu hydropower 
project. 

Several others were in-
jured in the incident that oc-
curred in the Bisham area of  
Shangla district of  the 

province when a bus en route 
from Islamabad to Kohistan 
was hit by a vehicle coming 
from the opposite direction, 
police said. 

No group has so far 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

Bisham Station House Of-
ficer (SHO) Bakht Zahir said 
that the incident was a “sui-
cide blast” and the authori-
ties concerned were collect-
ing the evidence, Dawn.com 
reported. 

Security arrangements 

were tightened at the spot 
and the bodies were being 
shifted to a hospital, he fur-
ther said. 

“We will investigate from 
where and how the vehicle of  
a suicide bomber came and 
how it happened,” the SHO 
said. 

Geo News quoted a senior 
police officer as saying that at 
least six Chinese, who were 
on the bus, were killed and 

added that several other pas-
sengers were injured in the 
suicide attack. 

Shangla is close to Kohis-
tan, where 13 people includ-
ing nine Chinese were killed 
in a terrorist attack in 2021. 

Thousands of  Chinese per-
sonnel are working in Pak-
istan on several projects be-
ing carried out under the 
aegis of  the $60 billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

Militants attack Pak naval air base 
Armed Baloch militants tried to infiltrate one of the main 

naval air bases in Pakistan’s restive Balochistan province, 
but security forces foiled the attack and killed all four terrorists. 
The attack on Monday night took place in Turbat, a turbulent 
district in the sparsely populated province. 
Makran Commissioner Saeed Ahmed Umrani told the media 
that security forces had foiled an armed terrorist attack at the 
PNS Siddique Naval Air Base which is among the biggest naval 
air stations in the country. “The armed men attacked from 
three sides of the airport boundary, but security forces 
responded immediately and foiled their attempt to infiltrate the 
premises,” he said. yewitnesses reported they had heard 
gunfire and explosions throughout the night. 
As per a statement by the army, terrorists on the night of 
March 25/26 attempted to attack Pakistan Naval Base.

Site of the sucide attack in Shangla's Besham city on Tuesday

Tension: US, Israeli  
defence chiefs to meet 
Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin will meet with Israel’s 

minister of defence on Tuesday and discuss ways to defeat 
Hamas other than conducting a ground invasion of the 
southern Gaza city of Rafah, the Pentagon said, at a time of 
rising tensions between the two countries. 
Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder, Pentagon press secretary, told reporters 
Monday that Austin’s planned morning meeting with Israeli 
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant is still on, even though Israel 
abruptly cancelled the visit of a high-level delegationthis week. 
Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu cancelled the visit in protest 
over Monday’s UN Security Council decision calling for an 
immediate ceasefire.

Hamas rejects latest 
Israeli ceasefire offer

Farmers in tractors 
block Brussels to 
protest EU policies 
Brussels: Dozens of tractors on 
Tuesday sealed off streets close 
to European Union headquarters 
where the 27 EU agriculture 
ministers were planning to 
discuss the crisis in the sector 
that has led to months of 
protests across the bloc. 
The farmers were protesting 
anything from what they see as 
excessive red tape to increased 
environmental measures, cheap 
imports and unfair trading 
practices.  

AGENCIES / ABUJA 
 

At least 137 schoolchildren 
who were kidnapped by 
armed gunmen in Nigeria 
earlier this month have been 
released, the governor of  
Nigeria’s Kaduna state Uba 

Sani confirmed in a TV in-
terview aired on Sunday. 

In the interview broadcast 
on Nigeria’s Channels Tele-
vision, Sani said he had met 
with the children’s families. 
“I am happy, the families are 
happy, we are all happy the 

children have been 
rescued,” he told the broad-
caster. 

However, Sani said that a 
teacher had died after devel-
oping “some complications” 
while in captivity, without 
providing further detail. 

On March 7, more than 
300 students were abducted 
by armed bandits on motor-
cycles who stormed the LEA 
Primary and Secondary 
School in Kuriga village, in 
Kaduna’s Chikun district, 
state police told CNN.

137 schoolkids kidnapped by gunmen in Nigeria released
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